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“We have stood apart, studiously neutral.” 

—Thomas Woodrow Wilson (1856-1924) 
Message to Congress, Dec. 7, 1915 
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Youth Can Conference: 
Can it happen here? 

If the efforts of two Victoria men and a committee of young people material¬ 
ize, UVic this spring will be the site of the largest youth conference ever held 
in Canada.. They are seeking both financial and moral support for the four- 
day conference intended to inform the public of the vitality and practicality of 
young people’s ideas. 

The conference, named Youth Can, is to be organized entirely by young 
people assisted by a group of adults able to give useful advice when requested. 

To run from April 28 to May 1 in the UVic Commons Block, Youth Can will 
feature a series of presentations in different media to inform the public of the 
need to involve young people in planning and decision making on topics 
including youth and discrimination; youth and the law; youth and the energy 
crisis; youth and violence; youth and schooling; and youth and Canadian 
identity. 

UVic professor Dr. Geoff Potter (Education) and David Nordstrom of 
Victoria met with a group of teenagers from Victoria, Vancouver, Nanoose 
and Kelowna Nov. 7 to form a committee and start seeking support for Youth 
Can. 

They have received a grant of $3,000 from the federal Secretary of State to 
lay the groundwork for the anticipated gathering of approximately 350 young 
people and 150 invited senior leaders from government, private agencies and 
professions. 

The organizing committee is mailing out 2,000 pamphlets and letters to 
schools and youth organizations from Manitoba westward, inviting young 
people to become part of Youth Can by planning presentations to be adjudi¬ 
cated in dance, drama, briefs, speeches, film, video or any medium of their 
choice. 

They are also expanding the members of the organizing committees to 
include representatives from the four western provinces. 

The impetus for Youth Can has come from Australia which in 1979 was the 
home of an International Year of the Child conference attended by Potter. 

The Australian conference, he says, was organized by the young people of 
that country who “came through tremendously. We are trying to duplicate 
their efforts here.” 

By hosting such a conference here, Potter points out, Canada will build a 
network of young people with the kind of experience which would qualify 
them to take on further such projects in 1985, The International Year of 
Youth. 

Adults will be invited to Y outh Can including some of the ‘leading lights’ in 
politics and education from across Western Canada — the conference will be 
developed with them as the audience, and the young people performing. 

Politicians and educators in Australia all found the conference there to be 
very useful. The Premier of New South Wales said he found it to be possibly 
the most useful meeting in his term of office, says Potter. 

Many events are planned for young people by adults in Canada, he says, 
but Youth Can is to be different. Sympathetic adults will play an advisory role 
to organizing groups of young people, on request. 

But Youth Can is not a game. It is the real thing. It is the kids who will be 
organizing it. They need to know that they are really doing it. It is not a 
question of‘glorifying youth’ but of accepting that they have the strength and 
organizational ability to do it.” 

Much importance will be placed upon the quality of the presentations, 
which are expected to be of the highest quality, says the UVic professor. 

At this stage, the Youth Can organizers are awaiting the initial response to 
their mail out requests for support and participation. If the response to the 
mailout is as positive as they expect, they will proceed to the next planning 
stage and start to seek more funding from private and public bodies. 

It is in the area of fund raising that advice from adults can be useful, says 
Potter, adding that there is a “real problem” in this country in terms of the 
level of government support of youth programs. 



Secret vote 
on engineering ? 


A motion to hold a secret ballot during the 
vote regarding the proposal for an engi¬ 
neering school at UVic will be presented to 
the Dec. 3 Senate meeting by student sena¬ 
tor Bill Hutchinson (GS-History). 

Whether a secret ballot should be intro¬ 
duced for the engineering vote was dis¬ 
cussed at a recent student senator caucus 
meeting. It was agreed that Hutchinson 
would present the motion, according to 
Hutchinson and student senator Lorraine 
Osselton who says she is also in favor of a 
secret ballot. 

Hutchinson says that planning the 
motion does not indicate that he is favoring 
either a yes or no vote for engineering, but 
that he wants “to give people the absolute 
maximum freedom of expression. 

“I’m not afraid of any coercion or sus¬ 
pecting that there is any, but to avoid any 
possibility of coercion or appearance of 
coercion I’m in favor of a secret ballot,” he 
says. 

Hutchinson says that if Senate members 
were all elected he would not want a secret 
ballot. “But it isn’t. There are a number of 


appointees, so a secret ballot would avoid 
any possibility of any influence being 
used.” 

Secretary to the Senate Ron Ferry says 
that it is within Senate regulations for a 
secret ballot to be held during a vote on an 
academic matter, although he “cannot 
remember” when it last was used. “It is 
very rare.” 

He says the motion for a secret ballot 
does not go on the formal agenda but would 
be introduced as a point of privilege early 
in the meeting, and would go to a vote if 
seconded. 

Debates in favor of and against a school 
of engineering at UVic have been in the 
news since the proposal for such a school 
was introduced. 

During a student referendum on the 
question Nov. 19, 37 per cent of UVic stu¬ 
dents turned out to vote on the engineering 
school proposal and AMS fee increases. 
The referendum resulted in 1,571 students 
voting against establishment of an engi¬ 
neering school and 1,297 voting in favor. 



It's healthy ... but is is safe? Professors in the UVic School of Physical Education have been 
studying the teaching of phys. ed. in the schools. For a review of their findings, see page three. 
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Coldly insulting the body in the 
name of science Byjoh „ Dr “““ 



They physically insulted Steve Martin’s 
body and took him one-third of the way 
towards death recently on campus. 

It was all in the name of science, how¬ 
ever, and Martin and 19 other UVic student 
volunteers were never in any real danger. 

In a series of experiments recently in the 
laboratory of Dr. John Hayward (Biology), 
Associate Dean of Arts and Science, the 
volunteers were placed in water at zero 
degrees Centigrade for from 25 to 40 
minutes. 

Through these experiments Hayward 
and associate Dr. John Eckerson of the 
School of Physical Education were dispell¬ 
ing the myth that you can’t survive in icy 
waters for more than a few minutes. 

“We’ve done experiments in cold water 
before, but never at zero degrees,” 
explained Hayward. “The early results 
indicate that a person can survive for up to 
90 minutes in icy waters.” 

The volunteers were placed in an icy 
tank, dressed in a light shirt and pants and 
a life vest. They were also wired to equip¬ 
ment that took their internal and external 
temperatures at four locations and mea¬ 
sured their heart rate and oxygen 
consumption. 

Martin, reassured frequently by Hay¬ 
ward, endured 25 minutes of immersion in 
the freezing cold. When he was assisted out 
of the tank he began to shiver. 

“The worst is yet to come,” said Hay¬ 
ward who has himself been immersed in 
cold water more than 100 times. 

Martin, shivering uncontrollably, sat 
for several minutes and then was led gin¬ 
gerly to a warm whirlpool bath. He was 
lowered into the bath and the temperature 
of the water was gradually increased. 

“It’s difficult to describe how it feels,” 
said Hayward while Martin continued to 
shiver in the warm water. “He’s never been 


this cold in his life, and he’s at that point 
where it’s difficult to distinguish between 
extreme heat and extreme cold.” 

As Martin’s external and internal 
temperatures began to rise, his teeth slowly 
stilled their chattering and he was able to 
smile more easily. 

“What we are doing here is to grossly 
insult the body to determine survival time 
in freezing waters,” said Hayward. “The 
idea is to prove that people can survive in 
frigid water long enough for search and 
rescue personnel to reach them. 

Hayward said drowning is not the main 
danger in frigid waters. “The shock of the 
cold water could create a heart attack. 
Hyperventilation is also a danger. But if a 


boater has a lifejacket and doesn’t die from 
heart attack or hyperventilation, our tests 
show he can last a long time in freezing 
water.” 

Hayward said he has never had prob¬ 
lems getting enough student volunteers. “I 
can’t say enough for these students,” he 
says. “They demonstrate courage and 
enthusiasm, and it is not a pleasant 
experience.” 

There were 10 male and 10 female volun¬ 
teers for the latest series of experiments. 

Hayward, Eckerson and Dr. Martin Col- 
lis of the School of Physical Education are 
recognized internationally as experts in 
the field of cold water survival. 


trina«ra 


The campus bookstore is providing an oppor¬ 
tunity to purchase Christmas cards and aid in a 
good cause at the same time. Christmas cards 
drawn by children at the UVic Daycare Centre 
are now on sale for $2.50 a dozen. Profits from - 
the sale of the cards will be used for equipment 
and programs at the three daycare centres on 
campus where 55 children aged two to five are 
now enrolled. 



Prof. Robin Skelton (Creative Writing) has 
authored or compiled 65 books and pamphlets, 
but he is also creative in the visual arts. An 
exhibition of Skelton’s collages opens Dec. 1 in 
the McPherson Library Gallery. The exhibition 
continues until Dec. 15. While Skelton has been 
creating collages for 25 years, the exhibition 
will feature his most recent works: The themes 
of the exhibition are imagery and symbolism, 
Skelton explains. The works on exhibit are for 
sale. 

Dr. Carol Johnson (English) will travel to Pek¬ 
ing, China next term to teach a course at the 
Foreign Languages Institute on the modern 
American novel. Already 170 students, includ¬ 
ing faculty auditors, have signed up for the 
course, which is one of the first electives ever 
offered by the Institute, reports Dr. Reg Terry, 
in his capacity as Information Officer for the 
English Department. The travel grant has been 
extended to Johnson under the terms of the 
British Columbia-People’s Republic of China 
academic exchange agreement. 


Faculty waits for Ministry 
on binding arbitration 


Mackie 

appointed editor 
of major Canadian 
NRCC journal 


Dr. Trevor Williams (English), President of 
the Faculty Association, believes that 
binding arbitration procedures can be in 
place for 1981-82 salary discussions 
between the association and the UVic 
administration. 

He expressed optimism following a deci¬ 
sion Nov. 17 by the Board of Governors 
(BOG) to seek clarification, from the Minis¬ 
try of Universities, Science and Communi¬ 
cations, of a section of the Universities Act 
to determine if the BOG can legally agree 
to binding arbitration. 

The BOG has received a legal opinion 
that the legislation does not permit a dele¬ 
gation of powers by the BOG. 

The BOG decided to seek further clarifi¬ 
cation following a meeting with the associ¬ 
ation this month. According to BOG 
chairman Joseph Cunliffe, the BOG has 
also agreed to appoint representatives to a 
joint committee with the association “to 
discuss the form that salary discussions 
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might take if binding arbitration is a via¬ 
ble option.” 

Williams said he was pleased with the 
attitude of the BOG concerning the issue. 

“Both sides have put a lot of work into 
this and I feel that our last meeting was 
very successful,” he said. “I appreciate the 
board’s willingness to go to the Ministry.” 

Williams expressed some concern that 
the request for clarification be framed as 
positively as possible. 

“I hope the minister will be asked to 
simply agree with the interpretation of the 
Universities Act already acted upon at 
Simon Fraser University and the Univer¬ 
sity of British Columbia where binding 
arbitration is in effect. 

“If the board tells the minister that the 
Universities Act does not permit binding 
arbitration and asks him to amend the Act 
or add a qualifying clause, then the imple¬ 
mentation of binding arbitration proce¬ 
dures may be delayed or put into doubt. It 
would also open a can or worms as far as 
UBC and SFU are concerned.” 

Williams believes the difficult work lies 
ahead in the hammering out of binding 
arbitration procedures by the committee. 

“I am optimistic that while all the work 
may not be completed, we can have proce¬ 
dures in place for binding arbitration, if 
needed, in 1981-82 salary discussions. The 
association is hoping that such procedures 
will not be needed.” 

In September of this year the associa¬ 
tion passed a resolution asking the execu¬ 
tive to advise the BOG that it is “unwilling 
to entertain discussion of salary matters 
until the question of binding arbitration is 
resolved.” 

Before the BOG made the decision to go 
to the Ministry, Williams said faculty 
members could take concrete action to 
back up the request for binding arbitra¬ 
tion, if the BOG did not move on the issue. 

Such action could include withdrawal of 
faculty members from faculty-wide and 
university committees, he said. 


Neurophysiologist Dr. George Mackie 
(Biology) has been appointed editor of the 
Canadian Journal of Zoology the inter¬ 
national monthly journal of general zool¬ 
ogy published by the National Research 
Council of Canada (NRCC). 

Mackie is the fourth editor of the journal 
to be appointed since it began publication 
55 years ago. He succeeds former editor Dr. 
William Hoar, a University of British 
Columbia biologist. 

The appointment, effective Jan. 1,1981, 
marks the first time that editorship of one 
of Canada’s major national scientific jour¬ 
nals has come to Victoria. 

According to UVic Vice President Aca¬ 
demic Dr. Alfred Fischer the appointment 
is “a signal honor for Dr. Mackie and the 
university, and a reflection of the major 
contributions Dr. Mackie has made in his 
field.” 

Dr. John Hayward (Biology) will act as 
assistant editor and will edit the journal 
during Mackie’s absence on study leave 
next year. Katharine Ellis of Victoria has 
accepted the appointment of editorial 
assistant. 

The Biology Department has provided 
Dr. Mackie with an office and relieved him 
of 1.5 units of teaching to allow for the time 
required by the editing position. 

One of the first Canadian scientific jour¬ 
nals to be founded, the Canadian Jour¬ 
nal of Zoology published more than 300 
papers annually and receives contribu¬ 
tions from within Canada and all over the 
world. Last year its rejections rate was 28 
per cent. Although manuscripts can be in 
either English or French, in practice more 
than 95 per cent are in English, and more 
than half the contributions come from 
within Canada. 

The journal is one of 11 published by the 


NRCC. Their editors meet once a year in 
Ottawa but each is entirely responsible for 



Mackie 


the contents of his or her publication. 

The zoology journal is informally linked 
to the Canadian Society of Zoologists 
which helps to select the editor but does not 
take an official role in determining editor¬ 
ial policy. The journal’s editorial board 
consists of 25 associate editors from across 
Canada and includes some of the country’s 
most distinguished biologists. 

The NRCC covers all costs of publishing 
the journal, including the salary of the full¬ 
time editorial assistant. 
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Phys. ed. teachers coached on 

safety and legal risks By Geoff Weidner 


Physical education teachers, aware of the 
legal implications of gymnastics-related 
accidents, have become “too sensitive, to 
the point where some are afraid of teaching 
gymnastics”, according to Dr. John Jack- 
son, director of the UVic School of Physical 
Education. 

Jackson is the author of two reports 
explaining the attitude of the law towards 
gymnastics-related accidents. 

His studies and subsequent findings are 
based on two recent court cases in British 
Columbia and Ontario and the legal prece¬ 
dents they set for all P.E. teachers. 

In both Legal Standards of Care in the 
Gymnasium and Dynamic Law, Jackson, 
with the assistance of Prof. Terry Wuester 
(Law), discusses the precedents estab¬ 
lished in the two court cases and the conse¬ 
quences for P.E. teachers. 

Jackson reassures instructors who take 
a positive and professional attitude 
towards gymnastics. His findings suggest 
that a P.E. teacher cannot be found negli¬ 
gent if general safety standards are app¬ 
lied to gymnastics training. 

“So long as the gymnastic activity is 
suitable for the age and condition of the 
student; the student has been progressively 
trained; the equipment is safe and suitably 
arranged; and the activity is properly 
supervised, then the teacher will not 
breach his duty and cannot be found negli¬ 
gent in law,” says Jackson. 

Jackson says these precautions, clearly 
stated in both of his reports, should be 
taken regardless of the outcome of the 
Ontario case which will be considered soon 
in the Supreme Court of Canada. 

The original decision of the trial court in 
the Ontario case, Myers vs. Peel County 
Board of Education, was in favor of Myers, 
the plaintiff. 

The school board and a P.E. teacher 
were judged guilty of negligence for rea¬ 
sons of inadequate supervision, (the 
teacher was out of the gym when the acci¬ 
dent occurred) and inadequate mats. Gen¬ 
eral damages were set at $80,000. 

In 1978 the Ontario Court of Appeals 
reversed the decision, voting two to one in 
favor of dismissing the action. The stand¬ 
ard of supervision imposed on the school 
board, Jackson says, was no higher than 
that of “a careful parent”. 

He warns however that the law system's 
dynamic characteristics make the Court of 
Appeals judgement, “not totally reliable”. 


“The case is going to the Supreme Court 
of Canada where the decision may be 
reversed.” 

The consequences of a second reversal, 
which may not occur, would be to uphold 
the previous standard set in Prince George 
in 1975,” explains Jackson. 

In that case a Prince George, B.C. high 
school student successfully sued his P.E. 
teacher and the school board for damages 
totalling $859,628. 

The student, while his teacher sat at a 
desk marking report cards, had attempted 
a somersault off a vaulting box- 
springboard configuration and landed 
head-first on hard mats, resulting in “a 
severe spinal injury that (would) leave him 
a quadriplegic for life”, explains Jackson. 



In the judge's opinion, the instructor 
failed to recognize the unusual configura¬ 
tion as an inherently dangerous one for 
youngsters with as little ability as the stu¬ 
dent. The instructor’s negligence was 
deemed even clearer after taking into 
account his failure to foresee the risks of 
further injuries to his students following 
an injury moments before to another 
student. 

The standard of supervision arrived at 


in this case, according to Jackson, is one in 
which the P.E. teacher must be able to dem¬ 
onstrate special skill, ability and 
experience. 

“These decisions have teachers going in 
circles,” he added. 

Jackson pointed out that not every P.E. 
teacher is an expert in gymnastics, yet this 
is what is expected of him. On the other 
hand, the Ontario case expects P.E. 
teachers to display only the reasonable¬ 
ness of a good teacher. 

“Still, we can be very positive,” says 
Jackson. “We are talking about a small 
number of isolated cases. 

“Training in gymnastics teaching in 
B.C. universities is definitely adequate to 
the task.” 

Jackson has also contributed a chapter 
to a book, Safety In Gymnastics, written by 
Dr. Gerry Carr of the School of Physical 
Education. 

“If teachers read Dr. Carr's book, they 
will know the legal implications and will be 
able to foresee potential dangers,” Jackson 
says. 

Carr has recently completed two books 
on gymnastics. Safety in Gymnastics is 
described by Hancock House Publishers as 
a “comprehensive guide to safety tech¬ 
niques in the gymnasium”. 

Carr's second book, a text on men’s gym¬ 
nastics, was commissioned by the B.C. 
Ministry of Education. It is intended for 
distribution next year as a curriculum 
guide for secondary schools. 

“The objective of this gymnastic text,” 
Carr says “is to provide the instructor with 
assistance in the selection and teaching of 
gymnastic skills from elementary through 
to a moderately advanced level. Teaching 
progressions and class organization have 
been heavily emphasized. 

“Gymnastics is not as easy to teach as 
many other sports. Equipment is expen¬ 
sive, cumbersome, and usually accommo¬ 
dates only one or two students at a time. 

“On top of that many skills demand a 
high strength-weight ratio which imme¬ 
diately puts many students at a 
disadvantage. 

“But by far the biggest problem has 
been the teacher's own lack of knowledge 
and his feeling that a gymnastic class is an 
organizational nightmare which must 
inevitably lead to accidents and parental 
claims of negligence. 

“This does not have to be the case at 
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all,” Carr stresses. “An excellent gymnas¬ 
tic program can be taught by concentrat¬ 
ing on basic, risk-free elementary skills. It 
is possible to challenge and involve the less 
gifted students and have them remember 
their gymnastic experience as something 
that was fun and exciting. The more exotic 
skills may never occur in the class situa¬ 
tion. These are left to the advanced per¬ 
former in the school gymnastic club.” 



Carr feels that most physical education 
instructors do not teach gymnastics well 
even at the basic levels. A poor understand¬ 
ing of the sport causes the instructors to 
look for ways in which he can teach with 
fewer demands placed on him. In many 
schools a favorite substitute is floor hockey 
or a similar sport where the minimum is 
required in teaching knowledge and 
organization. 

Dave Turkington of the School of Physi¬ 
cal Education is instrumental in the revi¬ 
sion of the B.C. Schools Curriculum Guide 
and agrees with Carr in his comments 
about physical education teachers. 

“There's been little teaching done in 
gymnastics. Rather than upgrade their 
knowledge of the sport, teachers think only 
that the sport is hazardous and dangerous. 
All sports have an element of risk and to 
reduce this to a minimum they have to be 
taught properly. The answer for gymnas¬ 
tics is to improve all area$ of the sport, 
teaching progressions, the quality of equip¬ 
ment and safe techniques.” 


Students ask Senate to debate teaching standards 


Two student senators have introduced a 
motion at Senate calling for minimum 
standards of teaching proficiency to be 
required of all UVic faculty members. 

Students Stew Savard and Lorraine 
Osselton introduced the motion at the 
November Senate meeting and it is sche¬ 
duled to be debated at the Dec. 3 meeting. 

Savard, who drew up the draft of the 
motion and the rationale behind it, says 
the idea developed from a discussion 
among a group of students. 

“We were talking about where the uni¬ 
versity is going and how it could be made 
better,” he explains. “We agreed that one 
thing that could be improved is the method 
of teaching at this university.” 

Savard says his motion is “no attempt 
to judge faculty members harshly. How¬ 
ever, in most cases, the people who do the 
teaching aren't trained as teachers. 

“After students get their B.A., they pro¬ 
gress to the M.A. and Ph.D. levels without 
picking up any teaching or evaluation 
skills. Nowhere in the country are there 
specific programs for teaching methods 
that I am aware of.” 

Savard’s motion, seconded by Osselton, 
palls for the establishment of a committee 
to develop and propose minimal standards 
of instructional and evaluative proficiency 
to be required of all university teaching 
staff. 

“This motion is brought forward in the 
belief that it would be of great benefit to 
this university if Senate, as the academic 


governing body at UVic, were to ensure 
that all faculty members were proficient in, 
and were given the opportunity to become 
proficient in, instruction and evaluation,” 
according to a written rationale. 

The motion calls for the committee to 
pay particular attention to proficiency in 
“planning and developing course material, 
a variety of teaching methods and models 
and a variety of effective and valid assess¬ 
ment techniques.” 

The motion also calls for upgrading of 
teaching skills with compensation for time 
spent by instructors in an upgrading 
program. 

Savard hopes a Senate committee can 
be established soon. He would like the com¬ 
mittee to be composed of six members 
equally representing faculty, undergradu¬ 
ate students, graduate students, Convoca¬ 
tion, administration and government- 
appointed members of Senate. 

“Such a committee should be able to 
come up with guidelines within six months 
to a year,” says Savard. “Once the guide¬ 
lines are in place, courses and seminars 
can be established.” 

Savard says the key to such a program 
is the involvement of all faculty members 
at UVic. “I would like to see the provincial 
government also get involved in paying 
teaching staff for the time taken to partici¬ 
pate in courses and seminars.” 

Savard says he has had “nothing but 
support” from students for the proposal. 


“If Senate rejects it, I'm not going to drop 
it.” 

He adds that his biggest concern is that 
the motion is on the same Senate agenda 
that contains the proposal for a new 


Faculty of Engineering at UVic. “The 
debate on engineering could exhaust 
everyone and our motion could be post¬ 
poned to the January meeting.” 


Funds pay tribute to Pearce 

More than $3,500 has been contributed to the R.M. Pearce Memorial Fund, 
established as a tribute to Dr. R.M. (Mike) Pearce, who died in August after a 
distinguished career as a scientist, administrator and teacher at UVic. 

The fund will provide graduate scholarships to students at UVic. 

Pearce was a professor in the Physics Department for 18 years and chair¬ 
man of the department at the time of his death. He was instrumental in the 
establishment of a graduate program at UVic and encouraged a number of 
graduate students in the Physics Department. He was also one of the organiz¬ 
ers of the highly successful Co-operative Education Program on campus. 

According to long-time colleague, Dr. Lyle Robertson (Physics), Pearce 
was “a good chairman, a good scientist and a good teacher. He was one of 
those rare people who can do several things very well.” 

As a scientist, Pearce played an important role in the establishment of 
TRIUMF, the nuclear accelerator in Vancouver. At TRIUMF Pearce was 
engaged in experiments studying nuclear structure. He was a member of the 
original TRIUMF steering committee, an associate director of TRIUMF in 
1974-75 and a member of the TRIUMF Board of Management since 1975. 

Along with his numerous academic achievements, Pearce was also an 
accomplished musician and avid sportsmaii. 

Anyone wishing to contribute to the memorial fund can do so by making a 
cheque payable to “The R.M. Pearce Memorial Fund”, c/o the secretary, 
University of Victoria Foundation, in the Community Relations Office of the 
Sedgewick Building. 
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UVic a hit at 
Discovery Fair 



Those who attended UVic's Discovery Fair 
exhibit in the Robson Square Media Centre 
in Vancouver earlier this fall know that the 
hands on exhibits designed by UVic senior 
physics lab instructor Don Stenton were 
among the most popular events at the 
entire fair. The following excerpt from a 
letter recently sent to UVic gives some indi¬ 
cation of the effect the exhibits had on 
young people: 

“DEAR TO THE INVENTOR OF ‘THE 
TIME MACHINE', 

I went to the Discovery Fair in the Rob¬ 
son Square Media Center and I saw very 
many interesting exhibits. But 1 was most 
fascinated by the Time Machine. When I 
first tried it I grabbed the ring and when I 
tried it again I got it again. My friends were 
fascinated and I said I want to bring this 
thing home. 

I am twelve and am thinking about 
being an electrician. I know I can*t bring it 
home but do you think you can get a copy of 
the instructions to make the time machine , 
and maybe other instructions for other 
things to make. Thank you. 

A Fan” 


Library 
adjusts hours 
to holidays 

Beginning Dec. 1 through Dec. 18, the 
McPherson Library will be open every day 
until 12 midnight. On Dec. 19 the library 
will be open from 8 a.m. until 10 p.m. and on 
Dec. 20 from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

The library will be closed Dec. 21, 25,26, 
27, 28 and Jan. 1. 

The library will be open Dec. 22 from 
8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Dec. 23 from 8:30 a.m. to 
6 p.m.; Dec. 24 from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; 
Dec. 29 from 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Dec. 30 
from 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Dec. 31 from 8:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; Jan. 2,1981 from 8:30 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. and Jan. 3 from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Regular sessional hours resume Jan. 4, 
1981. 


Concert 

benefits 

scholarship 

The 275-member UVic Chorus and Orches¬ 
tra, under the direction of George Corwin 
(Music), will be heard in concert Nov. 29 at 
8 p.m. in the University Centre 
Auditorium. 

The revenue from ticket sales will 
benefit a scholarship fund in music. 

To be performed are Giuseppe Verdi's 
Quattro Pezzi Sacri (Four Sacred Pieces) 
and Gustav Holst's The Hymn of Jesus. 

The Hymn of Jesus is not a “sacred 
work'', but a work about religious ecstasy 
and exultation, composed in 1917 and ded¬ 
icated to Holst s friend and colleague, 
Ralph Vaughan Williams. 

The Four Sacred Pieces—Ave Maria, 
Stabat Mater, Laudi alia Vergine Maria, 
and Te Deum—was first performed at the 
Paris Opera in 1898. The work was com¬ 
posed at the time of Verdi's greatest operas, 
Othello and Falstaff. 

Admission is $6, $5, and $4 for adults; $3 
for students and senior citizens. 

Tickets may be purchased from the Uni¬ 
versity Centre Box Office, Hillside Mall, 
McPherson Theatre, Hatley Park Brandy¬ 
wine, and Cards 'N Things (Sidney). 


letters 


The Ring welcomes signed letters from faculty, students and staff on a variety of matters of interest 
to the university community. When possible letters will be printed in their entirety, but the editors 
reserve the right to edit for space purposes if necessary. We would like to provide a forum for 
debate in this space, and welcome your views and comments during the year. 


‘Death by trampling’ fears unfounded 

To The Editor: 

A lot of weight has been placed on the notion that establishment of an engineering program will 
overcrowd the campus and reduce the general services provided to individual students. Since fear 
of death by trampling is a natural human emotion, a look at high school enrolments in the Victoria 
school district should provide relief for those who are susceptible to this kind of anxiety: 
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In recent years UVic has realized increases in its enrolments. While modest, the fact that we 
have increased contrasts with the experience of many other Canadian universities—particularly 
those in Central Canada. As a consequence of declining enrolments these schools have been 
faced with unpleasant requirements to “rationalize” operations. Cuts in funding have invariably 
had a very heavy impact on library budgets, student housing, food services and the like. So the 
argument is that general services per student are more likely to be reduced in a declining 
enrolment situation than they are by competition among students when more enrol. It is also 
important to point out that funding for new programs is independent of funding for established 
programs and services according to the financing formula in British Columbia. 

The facts are that UVic has maintained enrolment by aggressive policies which have designed 
and created new professional programs and by its ability to draw an increasing percentage of 
students from outside the local area. It is easy to demonstrate that without these factors, enrol¬ 
ments would have gone down. It is clear that we will have to continue to do this. The demonstrated 
need to increase B.C.’s below average opportunities in professional education make these poli¬ 
cies something more than marketing strategy, and it is hoped that these facts will receive more 
explicit recognition in the continuing discussion of this issue. 

Charles Gallagher, 
Institutional Analysis 



Friday, November 28th. 

Maltwood Gallery. Visual Arts Fall 
Show. Gallery hours are 10:00 
a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Monday to Friday 
and during evening events in the 
University Centre Auditorium. 
Continues until Dec. 4. 
McPherson Library Gallery. Exhi¬ 
bit of Photographs of Japan by Bill 
West, Theatre Department. 
McPherson Library. Continues 
until Dec. 1. 

12:30 p.m. Fridaymusic. Free noonhour con¬ 
cert. MUSIC BUILDING, RECI¬ 
TAL HALL. 

3:30 p.m. Faculty Association meeting. 
CORN 163. 

4:30 p.m. Basketball game. J.V. Women vs. 
U.B.C. Old gym. 

4:30 p.m. Basketball game. J.V. Men vs. 
U.B.C. MCKI gym. 

7:00 p.m. Cinecenta films. Luna. Admission 
& charge. SUB Theatre. 

9:30 p.m. 

7:00 p.m. Basketball game. UVic Vikettes vs. 
U.B.C. MCKI gym. 

8:00 p.m. Phoenix Theatre production of 
Fay and Michael Kanin’s adapta¬ 
tion of Rashomon. All seats are $4, 
with a $1 discount for students 
and senior citizens Monday to 
Thursday. Phoenix Theatre. 

8:30 p.m. Basketball game. UVic Vikings vs. 
U.B.C. MCKI gym. 

Saturday, November 29th. 

7:30 p.m. Free public slide/talk show co¬ 
sponsored by the Canada-China 
Friendship Association and the 


2:30 p.m. Rugby game. UVic Vikings vs. 
Langley. At UVic. 

7:15 p.m. Cinecenta films. The Muppet 
& Movie. Admission charge. SUB 

9:15 p.m. Theatre. 

8:00 p.m. Scholarship Concert. University 
of Victoria Chorus and Orchestra 
George Corwin, conductor. Ad¬ 
mission: adults $ 6 , $5, and $4; stu¬ 
dents and senior citizens $3. Pro¬ 
ceeds will benefit a scholarship in 
music. UNIV Auditorium. 

8:00 p.m. Phoenix Theatre production of 
Fay and Michael Kanin’s adapta¬ 
tion of Rashomon. All seats are $4, 
with a $1 discount for students 
and senior citizens Monday to 
Thursday. Phoenix Theatre. 

Sunday, November 30th. 

11:00 a.m. Soccer game. UVic Vikettes vs. 
Victoria Athletics. At UVic. 

1:00 p.m. Rugby game. Saxons vs. Velox. 
At UVic. 

2:15 p.m. Soccer game. UVic Vikings vs. 
Victoria Athletics. At UVic. 

7:15 p.m. Cinecenta films. The Muppet 
& Movie. Admission charge. SUB 

9:15 p.m. Theatre. 

Monday, December 1st. 

7:00 p.m. Free public lecture on China, 
to sponsored by the Oriental Studies 

9:30 p.m. Association. CLER A106. 

7:15 p.m. Cinecenta films. The French 
& Detective. Admission charge. 

9:15 p.m. SUB Theatre. 

UVic Oriental Studies Association 
Molly Phillips, who visited Inner 


Mongolia in Aug. 1980, will speak 
on its historical perspective and 
present day development. CLER 
A106. 

8:15 p.m. University Extension Association 
meeting. Dr. John Peter, Depart¬ 
ment of English, University of Vic¬ 
toria, will speak on “Why is Mod¬ 
ern Poetry So Hard to Under¬ 
stand?: A Detective Story”. ELLI 
168. 

Tuesday, December 2nd. 

Wednesday, December 3rd. 

12:30 p.m. Free public lecture sponsored by 
the UVic Eckankar Club. Fabian 
Birbeck will speak on “Time Con¬ 
sciousness and Attention”. CLER 
Cl 16. 

3:30 p.m. Free public seminar sponsored by 
the Biology Department. Dr. Ted 
Miller, Vertebrate Biology Sec¬ 
tion, B.C. Provincial Museum, will 
speak on “Character Displace¬ 
ment in Acoustic Signals of Birds”. 
CUNN 1102. 

7:15 p.m. Cinecenta films. Walkabout. Ad- 
81 mission charge. SUB Theatre. 

9:15 p.m. 

7:30 p.m. Senate meeting. UNIV, Senate 
and Board room. 

Thursday, December 4th. 

1:30 p.m. Free public seminar sponsored by 
the Chemistry Department. Dr. 
Brice Bosnich, University of Tor¬ 
onto, will speak on “Catalytic 
Asymmetric Hydrogenation”. 
ELLI 162. 


7:15 p.m. Cinecenta films. Fedora. Admis- 
81 sion charge. SUB Theatre. 

9:15 p.m. 

Friday, December 5th. 

Last day of classes in first term. 
Viking Basketball. Pacific Rim 
Tournament. MCKI gym. 

12:30 p.m. Fridaymusic. Free noonhouropen 
concert. Last concert of the sea¬ 
son. MUSIC BUILDING, RECI¬ 
TAL HALL. 

2:00 p.m. Oral Exam. Christina B. Johnson- 
Dean, will defend her thesis entit¬ 
led: “The Crease Family And The 
Arts In Victoria”. CLER B020. 

7:15 p.m. Cinecenta films. The Jerk. Admis- 
81 sion charge. SUB Theatre. 

9:15 p.m. 

8:00 p.m. University of Victoria Chamber 
Singers, Bruce E. More, conduc¬ 
tor. Program includes Magnificat 
—Carissimi, Naissance de Venus 
—Milhaud, O Heiland reiss die 
Himmel auf—Brahms, Ave Maria 
—Stravinsky, The Dove Descend¬ 
ing—Stravinsky and works by 
Schutz, Schein, Ligeti, and Kodaly 
MUSIC BUILDING, RECITAL 
HALL. No charge. 

Friday, Dec. 5 and Saturday, Dec. 6 

8:00 p.m. UVic Follies 1980 or The UViqui- 
tous BOG. A satirical view of Uni¬ 
versity life depicted on stage by 
the students, staff and faculty at 
UVic. Tickets are $4 for adults and 
$3 for students and senior citizens 
University Centre Auditorium. 
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